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AMEM>MENT 



IN TTTKrr.AlMS; 

1-21. (CANCELLED) 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A lauc c tAn arMcIf ; having a coating on at least a portion of 
a surface of y;aiil - r>Hni; c; l - ps - ;iitl fAnixA lAiii i pj i.^ijig;^_coatmg consisting e?^sentially nf, in mider : 
a nicke l l a yer ; a faucet substrat e ; and 

a i!.vj<itiiig including a strike layer on said fauc e t substrate consisting essentially of 
zirconium, titanium or zirconium-titanium alloy sAid j^u r Fae&^ d irectly contiicting said nickel 



an c^uter [[a3] layer o n said strike layer -consisting essentially of zirconium compound, 
titanium compound, or zirconium-titanium alloy compound on-riirectly contacting said strike 
1 ayer, and ?;aid outer kiyer is nncnated. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The article of claim 22 wherein said Compound is selected from carbides, 
oxides, nitrides and carbonitrides- 

24, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 23 wherein said riuterJayer consisting 
essentially of zirconium compound, titanium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound 
consists essentially of zirconium compound or zirconium -titanium alloy compound. 



25, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 24 wherein said co m p ounds 



26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 24 wherein said .strike layer consisting 
essentially of zirconium, titanium or zirconium-titanium alloy consists essentially of zirconium 
or zirconium-titanium alloy. 



layer; and 
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27. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 25 wherein said strike layer consisting 
essentially of zirconium, titanium or zirconium-titanium alloy consists essentially of zirconium 
or zirconium-littiniujB alloy, 

28. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 22, wherein said fencct-substratc is 
copper, steel, brass, zinc, aluminum or nickel. 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 22, wherein said f?mc<?t-5ubstrate is 
aluminum or zinc. 

30. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The article of claim 22, wherein said strike layer has a 
thickness between 0.25 miJHonths of an inch and 50 millionths of an inch. 

31 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 22, wherein said nnter layer consisting 
f^ssf^nfinlly of zrrnoniiim nompnnnrl, titani^im rompnnnfl or 7irroniiim-til.nninm ;>11ny rompoimd 
has a thickness between 0.1 millionths of an inch and 30 millionths of an inch. 

32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An aiticle having a coating on at least a portion of a surface 
of said article, said article comprising: 

a substrate consisting essentially of zinc or al uminum^ and 

■A nickei layer; 

a coating on SAld &ubsWale» sa i d coati n g i ncluding a strike layer direc t ly con t a c ting said 
.su r fac e of s ' did subs t rate and c onsisting essentially of zirconium, titanium or zirconium-titanium 
alloy rfirr;ntly crmfnrhtig ftrtirl nit- kel layer and having a thickness less than 15 millionths of an 
inch[[,]]i and 

an oiifp,r[[fl]] layer dii ' cctly coniA^^t i ng - .sa i d strike layer and consisting essentially of 
zirconium compound, titanium compound, or zirconium-titanium alloy compoun d directly 
cnnfijcrins said .sTrikp; layer. 
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33. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The article of claim 32 wherein said compound is 
selected frotn carbides* oxides, nitrides and carbonitridcs. 

34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 33 wherein said mitfiiilayer consisting 
essentially of zirconium compound, titanium compound, or zirconium-iiianium alloy compound 
consists essentially of zirconium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound. 

35. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 34 wherein said compounds 

36. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 34 wherein said slrike_layer consisting 
essentially of zirconium, titanium or zirconium-titanium alloy consists essentially of zirconium 
or zirconium-titanium alloy. 

37 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 35 wherein said siri]ce_layer consisting 
essenlially of zirconium, titanium or zirconium-Utanium alloy consists essentially of zirconium 
or zirconium-titanium alloy. 

38. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 32. wherein .said sub&ti - a t c the atticlc is 
a faucet. 

39. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 32, whemn said subbUalUhff artinlr; is 
a doorknob. 

40. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The article of claim 32 wherein said mitcLlayer rnn gating 
r^fiR^.nti.-^lly of yirronTim-i rmnpr^nnH titanium rntTipm rnd Or yJrconiiiiTi-titaninTTi alloy componnd 
has a ihicJcness between 0.1 millionths of an inch and 30 millionths of an inch. 

4L (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The article of claim 32 wherein said strike layer has a 
thickness greater than 0.25 millionths of an inch. 
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42. (NEW) The aiticlc of claim 22 whcrcin the article is a faucet. 

43. (NEW) The aiticle of claim 22 wherein the article is a doorknob. 

44. (NEW) The aiticle of claim 24 wherein said outer layer consisting essentially of 
zirconium compound, titanium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound consists 
essentially of zirconium-titanium alloy compound. 

45. (NEW) The article of claim 22 wherein said outer layer consisting essentially of 
zirconium compound, titanium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound consists 
essentially of titanium compound. 

46. (NEW) The article of claim 23 wherein said compound is oxides. 

47. (NEW) The article of claim 22 wherein said nickel layer directly contacts the surface of 
the article. 

48. (NEW) The article of claim 34 wherein said outer layer consisting essentially of 
zirconium compound, titanium compound or ziiconium-titanium alloy compound consists 
essentially of zirconium-titanium alloy compound. 

49. (NEW) The article of claim 32 wherein said strike layer consisting essentially of 
zirconium, titanium or zirconium-titanium alloy consists essentially of zirconium or zirconium- 
titanium alloy. 

50. (NEW) The article of claim 49 wherein said outer layer consisting essentially of 
zirconium compound, titanium compound or zirconium-ii rani urn alloy compound consists 
essentially of zirconium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound. 
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51. (NEW) The article of claim 32 wherein said outer layer consisting essentially of 
zirconium compound, titanium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound consists 
^senlially of tiianiam compound. 

52- (JNEW) The article of claim 33 wherein said compound is oxides- 

53. (NEW) The article of claim 32 wherein said nickel layer directly contacts the substrate. 

54. (NEW) The article of claim 32 wherein said outer layer consisting essentially of 
ziTx:onium compound, titanium compound, or zirconium-titanium alloy compound is uncoatcd. 
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